The classification of lymphomas: a new beginning or the end of an era?
The World Health Organisation Classification of Tumours of the Haematopoietic and Lymphoid Tissues has recently been published. This is the latest in a long line of classifications of haematological malignancies and will be the international standard. It is now possible to achieve high levels of diagnostic accuracy for the main types of lymphoma. However, many of the entities encompass a wide spectrum of clinical outcomes and this approach to classification may be insufficiently precise for the future needs of haematological oncology. Rapid progress in targeted therapies may require further developments in tumour classification based on pathogenic features rather than arbitrary morphological criteria.